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Commissioner for Patents 
Box 1450 

Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 
Dear Sirs: 



The last PTO action of April 2006, casts the pending 21 claims into three categories: allowable 

as presently set out in the clean claim set filed in October 2005 (1 1 claims); objected to but 

allowable, if their dependency is amended (4 claims); and finally rejected (6) claims. 

Rider A attached here to sets out the current status of each pending claim plus the listing 

of independent claim 27, which effects the integration of claims 1 and 2, but concurrently 

2., 

eliminates the main claim 1, and dependent claim^as well. Allowable dependent claim 3 is 
amended to depend fi:-om new main claim 27. Allowable dependent claim 5 is also amended to 
depend from main claim 27, and allowable dependent claim 7 is also amended to depend from 
main claim 27. Thus the four allowable dependent claims (2,3,5 and 7) are now all properly 
recast to overcome the dependency objections of the Exaininer. 



REMARKS 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Amended claims 1,4,6,10,18, and 19 (6 in all) are cancelled herewith consistent with the 
final action. 

Kindly enter new main claim 27, which obviates the objection to original dependent 
claim 2, by integration with text of claim 1 as claim 27. 

The following claims remain in the case allowable, and now are presented to be formally 

allowed: 3,5,7,8,9, and 11-17, 20 23, and 27, the last now allowable as including all the 

limitations of the base claims 1 and 2. 
A 

Rider CLN enclosed presents all of the 1 5 allowable claims in clean text consistent with 
the PTO final action, also, the present ementments on dependency serve to effect the mandated 
claims interconnection. 

There is no present need for a marked up set of claims, since all of their text were 
approved as earlier amended in this extended prosecution, the case having been file in June 2001 
and the mostly allowable claim set made of record in 2005. 

Respectfully, 




Enclosures: 
Rider SUM 

Rider CLN Arthur R. Eglington, Esq. 

601 Stoney Run Road., 
Chestnut Hill, RD #5 
Pottsville, Pa. 17901 
Phone/Fax: (570)38505021 
Alternate Fax: (570) 385-2532 
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RIDER Sum TO REPLY BRIEF OF TO OFFICIAL FINAL ACTION OF APRIL 2006 
IN APPLICATION USSN 09/892,359 



1 . Finally rejected as of April 2006.- cancelled 

2. Allowable as of April 2006 with change of dependency and with Claim 1 combined with 
Claim 2, as new claim 27. 

3. Allowable as of April 2006 with change of dependency to new Claim 27. 

4. Finally rejected as of April 2006.- cancelled 

5. Allowable as of April 2006 with change of dependency. 

6. Finally rejected as of April 2006. 

7. Allowable as of April 2006 with change of dependency. 

8. Finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

9. Finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

10. Finally rejected as of April 2006. 

1 1 . Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

12. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

13. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

14. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

15. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

16. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

17. Formally/finally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

18. Finally rejected as of April 2006.- cancelled. 

19. Finally rejected as of April 2006.- cancelled. 

20. Allowable as earlier rewritten. 

21. Cancelled earlier. 

22. Cancelled earlier. 

23. Formally allowed as earlier rewritten. 

24. Cancelled August 2005. 

25. Cancelled August 2005 

26. Cancelled August 2005. 

27. Integration of original Claims 1 and 2 to effect indicated allowability. 



Rider CLN to Reply Brief (R. 116) of May 2006 to PTO Final Action of April 2006 in Application 

09/892,359 

27. 1 . (new) A rigid channel member of a variable length formed from sheet steel stock in which 
the three member sidewalls are generally planar throughout their length and adapted to be 
custom- fitted and conjoined with at least one rigid surface of another member, being provided 
with linear groovings along with at least one planar surface to permit controlled separation of at 
least one sidewall thereof along the groovings, such channel member comprising: 

(a) a transverse configuration of the three sidewalls having a generally squared cross-section 
which defines an opposing longitudinal ends; and 

(b) a first pair of externally-placed, linear groovings arrayed in parallel with each of the 
grooving being located proximal to one of the two seams of the center sidewall, and the 
grooving being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial 
finger of one sidewall end segment from the adjacent sidewall end segment, while 
maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated sidewall end 
segment at the end point of separation; 

(c) a second pair of externally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located in an 
opposing planar surface of the member, with each of the groovings being located proximal to 
one of the elongate set in the opposing planar surface, and each of the second pair of 
groovings being located proximal to the seam of the sidewalls, and each of the groovings 
being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial second 
finger from a second sidewall end segment from the adjacent adjoining two sidewall end 
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segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the 
separated sidewall end segment at the end point of separation. 
3. (twice amended) The tubular member of Claim 27 wherein a third pair of externally-placed, 
linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located in at least one of the third and fourth planar 
surfaces of the member, having the same juxtaposition as did each of the first and second 
pairs, and being of substantially the same depths as the first and second pairs of groovings to 
facilitate separation under force of at least and initial third finger from a third sidewall end 
segment from the adjacent two sidewall end segments. 
5. (twice amended) The tubular member of Claim 27 wherein a second pair of externally- 
placed linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located in an opposing planar surface of the 
member, with each of the groovings being located coincident with the external linear seams of 
the tubing and on the opposing elongate edges of one planar surface thereof, and with each of the 
second pair being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial 
second finger from a second sidewall end segment from the adjoining two sidewall end 
segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated 
sidewall end segment at the end point of separation. 

7. (twice amended) The tubular member of Claim 27 wherein a second pair of internally 

placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located in the opposing planar surface of the 
member, with each of the groovings being located coincident with the two elongate seams in 
the opposing planar surface, and each of the second pair being of a sufficient depth sufficient 
to facilitate separation under force of at least at initial second finger from one sidewall end 
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segment from the adjacent two sidewall end segments, while maintaining the structural 
integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated sidewall end at the points of separation. 

8. (once amended) A rigid tubular member of a variable length formed from sheet steel stock in 
which the member sidewalls are generally planar throughout their length adapted to be 
custom-fitted and conjoined with at least on rigid surface of another member, the tubular 
member being provided with linear groovings along at least one planar surface to permit 
controlled separation of at least one sidewall along the groovings, adapted to be fitted to 
other surfaces, such tubular member comprising: 

(a) a transverse configuration which is rectangular in cross-section and has open' 
longitudinal ends; 

(b) a first pair of externally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, with each of the 
groovings being located proximal to each of the two seams of a single member 
sidewall in one planar surface of the member; and 

(c) a first pair of internally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, with each of the 
groovings being located coincident with the internal linear seams of a first planar 
surface tubing sidewalls, of the first planar surface thereof, with the combination of 
the internal and external groovings being of the depth sufficient to facilitate 
separation under force of at least an initial first finger from one sidewall end segment 
from the adjacent two sidewall end segments, while maintaining the structural 
integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated sidewall end at the points of 
separation. 

9. ( once amended)The tubular member of Claim 8 wherein: 
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(a) a second pair of externally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are 
located in the opposing planar surface of the member, with each of the groovings being located 
proximal to one of the elongate seams in an opposing planar surface; and, 

(b) a second pair of internally placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located 
in the opposing planar surface of the member, and disposed on the opposing elongate edge of the 
opposing planar surface, with each of the groovings being located coincident with one of the 
elongate seams in the opposing planar surface, and with the combination of the internal and 
external groovings being of a sufficient depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at 
least an initial first finger fi-om one end wall segment fi-om the adjacent two end wall segments, ^ 
while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated end wall at 
the points of separation. 

1 1 . (twice amended) A pair of conjoined tubular members of variable length and like 
rectangular cross-sections, each having a narrower internal dimensional span and a 
comparatively wider external dimensional span wherein: 

(a) the internal span of one opposing pair of complemental end side walls of a first 
member is maintained intact, while at least one of the complemental end sidewalls of a second 
member [and as to the one end sidewall it] includes a first pair of externally-placed, linear 
groovings arrayed in parallel, with each of the groovings being located proximal to one of the 
elongate opposing seams in one planar surface of the member, and each of the groovings being 
of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial finger from one end 
wall segment from the adjacent two end wall segments, while maintaining the structural integrity 
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of the transverse dimension of the separated end wall segment at the end point of separation 

which has been flared outwardly and fixedly and so that: 

(b) the internal dimensional span of the first pair of sidewalls of the second member snugly 
straddles the narrower external dimensional span of the other intact first member for purposes of 
member conjoining at a point along the longitudinal dimensions of the first tubular member. 
, 1 2. (once amended) The conjoined tubular pair of Claim 1 1 wherein the straddling 

second member is mounted upon the other first member at a substantially right angle. 

13. (once amended) The conjoined tubular pair of Claim 1 1 wherein the straddling 
second member is mounted upon the other first member at an acute angle. 

14. (once amended) The conjoined tubular pair of Claim 1 1 wherein each of two or more 
flared fingers of the divergent sidewall end segments are provided with a substantially central 
perforation, which perforations are adapted to align themselves with a complemental set of 
perforations provided in the sidewalls of the other conjoined member, so as to permit the passage 
there through of two or more interconnecting and fastener members. 

1 5. (once amended) A pair of conjoined tubular members of variable length and 
rectangular cross-section both formed from sheet steel stock having a narrower external 
dimension span and a comparatively wider internal 1 dimension span, wherein the external 
dimension span of the opposing pair of sidewalls of the first member is left intact, while at least 
one of the end sidewalls of the second member includes: 

(a) a first pair of externally-placed, parallel with each of the groovings being 
located proximal to each of the two seams of a single member sidewall in 
one planar surface of the member, and each of the groovings being of a 

5 



depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial 
finger from one sidewall end segment from the adjacent two side wall end 
segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse 
dimension of the separate sidewall end segment at the end point of 
separation and which has been flared outwardly and fixedly, so that: 
(b) the internal dimension span of the second member tightly straddles the 
unflared end sidewalls of the external narrower dimension of the first 
member at its one longitudinal end, providing at least three sidewall end 
segments of the second member contacting the first member. 
16. (once amended) A pair of conjoined tubular members each of variable length and 
rectangular cross-section, each having a narrower external dimensional span and, on the 
opposing sides, a comparatively wider, internal dimensional span of the remaining two sides, 
wherein: 

(a) first pair of externally-placed, linear groovings arrayed in parallel with each of the 
groovings being located proximal to one of the elongate opposing seams in one planar surface of 
the second member, and each of the groovings being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation 
under force of at least an initial finger from one end wall segment from the adjacent two end wall 
segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated 
end wall segment at the end point of separation. 

(b) a second pair of externally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located 
in an opposing planar surface of the second member, with each of the groovings being located 
proximal to one of the elongate seams in the opposing planar surface, and each of the second pair 



of groovings being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an initial 
second finger from a second end wall segment from the adjoining two end wall segments, while 
maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated end wall 
segment at the end point of separation. 

(c) one opposing pair of sidewall end segments of the second member are flared 
angularly relative to the intact first member sidewall and seat upon an external planar surface of 
the first member sidewall; 

(d) while at least one of the other end segments of the second member has been 
flared outwardly and fixedly so that: 

(e) the one opposing pair of sidewall end segment of the second member are stepped out and 
adapted to straddle the external dimensional span of the first intact tubular member. 

17. (once amended) The pair of tubular members of Claim 16 wherein the first member 
sidewall end segments and the intact second member sidewalls are each provided with a 
substantially central perforation, which perforations are adapted to align themselves with a 
complemental set of perforations in the underlying intact second member, so as to permit the 
passage there through of two or more interconnecting and fastening members. 

20. (once amended) A pair of conjoined tubular members each of variable length and 
variable cross-section both formed from sheet steel stock, wherein: 

(a) a first pair of externally-placed, linear groovings arrayed in parallel with each of th 
groovings being located proximal to each of the two seams of a single member sidewall in one 
planar surface of the second member, and each of the groovings being of a depth sufficient to 
facilitate separation under force of at least an initial finger from one sidewall end segment from 



the adjacent two sidewall end segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the 
transverse dimension of the separated sidewall end segment at the end point of separation. 

(b) a second pair of externally-placed, linear groovings, arrayed in parallel, are located in 
an opposing planar surface of the second member, with each of the groovings being located 
proximal to one of the elongate seams in the opposing planar surface, and each of the second pair 
of groovings being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separations under force of at least an initial 
second finger from a second sidewall end segment from the adjoining two sidewall end 
segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the separated 
sidewall end segment at the end point of separation; 

(c) one opposing pair of the sidewall end segments of the second member are flared 
angularly relative to the intact first member sidewall and seat upon an external planar surface of 
the first member sidewall; 

(d) while at least one of the other end segments of the second member has been stepped 
out flared outwardly and fixedly, so that: 

(e) the opposing pair of sidewall end members of the second member are adapted to 
straddle the external dimensional span of the first intact tubular member. 

23. (once amended) A rigid tubular member of a variable length formed fi-om sheet steel 
stock, in which the member sidewalls are generally planar throughout their length and adapted to 
be custom-fitted and conjoined with at least one rigid surface of another member, the tubular 
member being provided with linear groovings along at least one planar surface to permit 
controlled separation of at least one sidewall thereof along the groovings, such tubular member 
comprising: 
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(a) a transverse configuration which is rectangular in cross-section and has open 
longitudinal ends: 

(b) a first pair of extemally-placed-linear groovings, with each grooving being located 
coincident with the two seams of a contiguous member sidewall, and each of the 
groovings being of a depth sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least an 
initial first finger on one sidewall end segment from the adjacent two sidewall end 
segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse dimension of the 
separated sidewall end segment at the end point of separation, and 

(c) a second pair of extemallt-placed, linear groovings, which are coincident with the two 
seams of the member opposing sidewall, and each of the groovingss being of a depth 
sufficient to facilitate separation under force of at least a second finger of the adjacent 
sidewall end segments, while maintaining the structural integrity of the transverse 
dimension of the separated sidewall end segment at the end point of separation. 
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